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To all Clarion members and section officials 
 
Subject –Motions to the National Clarion annual conference from Tuxford 
 
Please find attached explanations and arguments in support of the two motions that the 
Tuxford section wish to put to the annual conference in June 2021. 
 
The reason for this correspondence is that under normal circumstances, the National 
Secretary (currently Edward Gilder) would wait to receive all motions from sections, before 
circulating these to all sections, for review and potential amendments prior to conference.  
However, unfortunately a co-opted member of the National committee (who has since 
resigned) chose to share these motions to a select number of people both members and 
non-members of the Clarion, despite instructions to the contrary. 
 
This has put, not only Tuxford section and its members, but also the National Clarion 
committee in a predicament and it was therefore felt, for the sake of good order and 
fairness, that all sections and members should have the opportunity to review these 
motions as soon as possible. This is in order that each section may consult with their 
membership and hence democratically decide how their section should vote at the annual 
conference this year on the two motions detailed below. 
 
We are however, very conscious, that given the history of the club, some parts of these 
motions will be viewed as contentious by some yet perfectly reasonable by others. We 
therefore feel that it is right and proper that sections should give them clear thought before 
instructing their delegates for conference.  But please be aware that these motions will 
need to be seconded by another section, before conference could vote on them. 
 
Rest assured that even as relatively new to the Clarion, that the Tuxford section is very 
proud of the heritage of the National Clarion and is not proposing to erase history.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
Ian Clarke 
Email: clarion@clarkeyweb.co,uk 
 

mailto:clarion@clarkeyweb.co,uk
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Two motions to National Clarion conference 2021 from Tuxford section: 
 

First motion:           
 

Preamble: 

 
It is likely that the Objects of the Clarion within its official constitution has been relatively 

out of view from most members and unaware by many members, apart from people who 
have read about our history. 

 
The wording of our Objects (support for the Principles of Socialism) as highlighted in the 

current rule (see below) is, in our view divisive and non-inclusive. It also has the potential 

to alienate those members and future members who do not find a political statement 
originating from the late 1890’s relevant to their membership of the Clarion Cycling Club 

today. 
 

Tuxford section’s proposed motion is to make clear ‘Aims and Policies’ that we believe if 

placed in front of new members would positively encourage them to join. We also believe 
that all current members would support the word and spirit of this proposed rule change. 

 
It is Tuxford section’s view that it is the love of the bicycle, and the fellowship within the 

membership of the Clarion, which has kept the National Clarion thriving and with a healthy 
and vibrant future. Without ‘fellowship is life’ and without the bicycle, the Clarion Cycling 

Club is not likely to have survived and thrived, as it has done especially since 2008, and for 

the previous century.  
 

Just read a copy of Denis Pye’s excellent book “Fellowship is Life” and you will read that this 
debate around our objects is not new, indeed it has been deliberated for over a century. 

 

Tuxford Clarion’s view is that there must be a much better, more relevant and modern way 
to describe how our club behaves and what it holds as its aims and policies;  

Fairness, equality, inclusion and diversity can hardly be argued against and we would want 
the Clarion to welcome anyone to its membership irrespective of their politics, their race 

and their gender. 
 

We believe that this is a widely held view by the vast majority of the National Clarion’s 

membership. Certainly if the 2019 membership survey which was responded to, by around 
a third of our membership is to be believed.  

 
We would also argue, that the Clarion should not forget its origins as is reflected in the 

survey (app 1. attached below), but to look to the future of being a great cycling club and 

work at protecting cyclists’ rights and interests. 
 

The second part of our motion is to make it clear to all members that bullying in any form is 
not to be tolerated.  

The reason for this explanation as the proposed new rule, is that in the age of digital 

communications and social media, many of us have witnessed aggressive language and 
hostility written from behind a keyboard.  
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Appendix 1 – 2019 membership survey 

 

 
 

First motion: (proposed by Tuxford section): 

 
Change  rule 2 from: (current rule) 

 
2.  Objects 

2.1 

The Clarion’s objects shall be: To protect and further the interests of cycling and cyclists. To 
promote Mutual Aid, Good Fellowship and support for the Principles of Socialism.  

 
To: 

(Tuxford proposed rule) 
2. Aims and policies 

2.1 

The Clarion’s aims are to protect and further the interests of cycling and cyclists.  
In all its activities, the Clarion and its members shall endeavour to promote and encourage; 

Mutual Aid, Good Fellowship, Fairness, Equality, Inclusion and Diversity.  
And: 

2.2 

The Clarion shall not tolerate harassment or bullying in any form, including but not 
restricted to; verbal, non-verbal, written or in social media. 

 
(note, rule 2.1 is proposed to change the text and split into two parts; 2.1 and 2.2.) 
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Second motion:          

 

Preamble: 
 

Over the years and from time to time, the Clarion’s official or slogan has changed. 
 

The current constitution states as rule 1.2: 
‘The official motto or slogan of The Clarion shall be “Fellowship is Life”.’ 

 

Tuxford Clarion believes that this slogan (above) is as relevant today, as it has ever been. It 
is neither divisive nor political. It should not discourage members from joining, nor the 

parents or guardians of youth members joining.  
 

This term of ‘Fellowship is Life’ has been part of an original motto for many years, but few 

people will be aware that it was dropped in the 1980s, when the then National Secretary – 
Marian Lamb coined the term “The Club for Wise Cyclists”, and that was adopted until a 

couple of decades ago.  
 

There have however, been occasions when officials & members have used (possibly with 
good intentions), some of the older phrases that are not concurrent with rule 1.2. 

 

This motion seeks to clarify, rule 1.2 and ensure that such outdated phrases are not used. 
 

Once again, we point out that this is not turning our backs on our history, merely looking 
forward as an inclusive and welcoming organisation. 

 

 
 

Second Motion to conference: (from Tuxford section) 
 

That any promotional (e.g. printed, online or social media) activities, using logos, phrases, 

sentences, headlines or straplines shall not use the outdated terms of ‘socialism’, ‘socialism 
hope of the world’, ‘lack of fellowship is death’ or any similar variant including these words. 

 
 

 

 


